Orange County Destination,
Global Game Changer

Birth of a Campus
“I have been in California less than 30 hours and I already know why you are number one
in the nation in so many fields.”
President Lyndon B. Johnson

In 1960, the Irvine Company sold the
University of California 1,000 acres for a new
“Irvine” campus (UCI) at the hefty price of
$1, and Irvine’s modern history was born. It
was through Joan Irvine Smith and Athalie R.
Clarke’s efforts that the campus exists.

The plaque is unveiled
at UCI site dedication,
June 20,1964. Left to
right: Congressman
Richard T. Hanna,
Governor Brown,
President Johnson,
Chancellor Aldrich,
Regent Carter, UC
President Kerr, and
James M. Klain of
UCLA.

A Blueprint for Collaboration
“If a hundred years from now, the campus and its community still look as we picture them in our master plan, we shall
have, in a sense, failed. But if, generations hence, it is capable of being physically altered by needs we know nothing of
now, and the University and Irvine are a vital and dynamic force in an unfamiliar new world of the future, we shall have
succeeded beyond our fondest dreams.”
William Pereira

William Pereira was the architect
of UCI and the surrounding Irvine
community. He planned the layout
of campus and employed a unique
Brutalist style in his buildings,
using large quantities of molded
concrete.

Above, William Pereira,
Charles Thomas, and Chancellor
Daniel Aldrich at campus site.

Bright Lights.
																					Brilliant Performances.

“I’m interested in where performance and behavior intersect. We’re giving performances all the time.” 				
Robert Cohen, founding UCI Drama Department faculty member and Claire Trevor Professor of Drama

The Claire Trevor School of the Arts
is UCI’s center for innovative arts
programs in art, dance, drama and
music. Named in honor of Claire Trevor,
an Emmy and Academy-Award winning
actress and philanthropist, each year
its faculty and students produce worldclass performances and exhibitions.

The New Swan
Shakespeare Festival,
with its distinctive
outdoor Shakespearian
Theater, was held for
the first time in 2012. It
continues to be held at
UCI every summer.

In 2015, UCI’s
involvement with
Shakespeare would be
further deepened by
the founding of the UCI
Shakespeare Center
led by Professors Julia
Lupton and Eli Simon.

Research for the 21st Century
																																																				… and Beyond
UCI is ranked 9th among the nation’s best public universities by U.S. News & World Report.
Eric Rignot, Chancellor’s Professor of Earth
System Science at UCI, stands aboard the
294-ton Cape Race, from which he and his
team measured Greenland’s melting glaciers
in summer of 2014. He is senior author on a
new paper showing the effects of warming
air and seawater on glaciers that could boost
global sea level by 39 inches if they collapsed.

Vicki Ruiz, Distinguished
Professor of History and
Chicano/Latino Studies received
the 2014 National Humanities
Medal. Ruiz’s academic career
has focused on the stories of
Latinas who fought for civil and
labor rights.

U.S. News and World
Report ranks UCI’s
creative writing
program - producer of
such noted authors as
Michael Chabon, Alice
Sebold and Richard
Ford - sixth nationally.

The Humanities
Research Institute
(UCHRI), a Californiawide project for
advancing research
in the humanities,
has its home base at
UCI.

The first public law
school in California in
more than 40 years,
the UCI School of Law
is ranked among the
top 10 in the nation for
its faculty’s scholarly
impact.

UCI Founding Dean of Physical
Sciences, Frederick Reines
won the 1995 Nobel Prize in
Physics for his discovery of the
neutrino, which he described
as “ ...the most tiny quantity
of reality ever imagined by a
human being.”

Dr. Irwin Rose,
Distinguished Professorin-Residence in the
Department of Physiology
and Biophysics, was
awarded the Nobel Prize
for his work on proteins in
2004.

Orange County’s first hydrogen
fueling station opened at UCI
in 2007. Thanks to the National
Fuel Cell Research Center
(NFCRC), the first Hydrogen
Fuel Cell bus on a University of
California campus joined the
Anteater Express Fleet in 2015.

In 1995, UCI Professor of
Chemistry, F. Sherwood
Rowland won the Nobel Prize
for pioneering contributions
to explaining how ozone is
formed and decomposes
through chemical processes
in the atmosphere.

UCI is home to the
International Center for
Writing and Translation,
directed by Kenyan writer
Ngugi wa Thiong’o, whose
novel Wizard of the Crow
won the 2006 California Book
Award’s gold medal for fiction.

For more than 40 years,
UCI scientists at Sue & Bill
Gross Stem Cell Research
Center, have worked to
unlock the potential of
stem cells in treating and
curing about 70 major
diseases and disorders.

Zot! Zot! Zot!
With a 56% majority of
students’ votes, the Anteater
officially became UCI’s
mascot in November 1965.
“ZOT” became the official
“war-cry” modeled after
Johnny Hart’s B.C. comic strip
anteater character.

Each year, Anteaters
set out to break a
world record during
Welcome Week, when
UCI welcomes new and
returning students to
campus.

7’ 6”

Athletics has been part of
campus life since 1965. UCI
has claimed 512 All-American
Scholar-Athletes, 62 individual
national champions, 15 Division
II national championships,
and 13 Division I national
championships.

Men’s basketball, the most
popular sport at UCI,
won its first conference
championship game in
March 2015, and with it,
their first appearance in
the NCAA Championship
Tournament.

Discover. Teach. Heal.
UCI Medical Center is the number one hospital in Orange County according to
U.S. News and World Report’s 2015 rankings, and one of the top five hospitals in LA/OC.
Orange County’s only
university hospital and
Level I trauma center,
UCI Medical Center has
been ranked among the
nation’s best hospitals by
U.S. News & World Report
for 14 consecutive years.

More than 90 UCI
Healthcare physicians are
listed as “Best Doctors in
America” by Best Doctors
Inc., an organization that
bases its selection on
survey results from other
physicians.

The Center for the Neurobiology
of Learning and Memory (CNLM)
was established by the UC
Regents in 1983. It is the first
institute in the world dedicated
exclusively to the study of how
information is acquired and then
stored as memory in the brain.

Seven-year-old Grace Nassar
sees the world with new eyes
after a life changing nystagmus
treatment performed by Dr.
Robert Lingua at the UCI Gavin
Herbert Eye Institute. Grace
now looks forward to a lifetime
of near-normal vision.

Diagnosed with Stage 3 breast cancer,
LeeAnn Brill chose to drive from Nevada
to the Chao Family Cancer Center, the
nearest National Cancer Institute (NCI)designated Comprehensive Cancer
Center, for treatment. At Chao, LeeAnn
was treated by some of the best doctors
in the country.

Established in 2001,
the Susan Samueli
Center for Integrative
Medicine, at UCI School
of Medicine, is rated
one of the top 50 U.S.
medical schools by U.S.
News & World Report.

Based at UCI, the ReeveIrvine Research Center is
a world renowned basic
science research center
devoted to the study
of repair, regeneration,
and recovery of function
after spinal cord injuries.

The MS Research
Center’s programs have
made it one of only 15
Collaborative Centers
for MS Research (as
designated by the
National Multiple Sclerosis
Society) in the country.

The Beckman Laser Institute and
Medical Clinic (BLI) was established
in 1982 by Dr. Arnold O. Beckman
and Dr. Michael W. Berns as an
interdisciplinary center for the
development and application of
optical technologies in Biology and
Medicine.

UCI MIND is widely
recognized for clinical
research in Alzheimer’s
disease and related
dementias, Down syndrome,
and the oldest old (The
90+ Study), as well as
conducting clinical trials.

In 2015, Dr. Leslie
Thompson,
of the Sue & Bill Gross Stem
Cell Research Center at UCI,
was awarded $5 million by
the California Institute for
Regenerative Medicine to
work on stem cell treatment.

Anchor of Orange County
UCI is the second largest employer in Orange County and has a $4.8 billion annual
economic impact on the county.
Humanities Out There was
founded in 1997 to promote
service learning and public
engagement for humanities
students at UCI. The program
encourages students to be
scholar-citizens during their
time at UCI.

Initiated in 2001, the
Community Outreach
Partnership Center (COPC)
builds bridges between UC
Irvine and communities in
Orange County to support
community development
initiatives.

#

1 college doing most for low-income students

#
All UCI Law students take
a course which requires
them to serve as the
primary representation
for OC clients that would
otherwise be unable to
afford legal counsel.

New York Times

1 in the nation in sustainability and work on environmental issues, 2014 and 2015
In the 2015 Financial
Times Global MBA
rankings report, The
Paul Merage School of
Business was ranked
among the top 25
business schools in
the U.S.

UCI generates 100+ new
inventions per year, 1,000
new active inventions,
has approximately 4,000
active U.S. patents, and
nearly 1,000 industry
leaders sit on UCI advisory
boards.

In 2015, the Orange County
& Southeast Asian Archive
Center opens, giving a new
home to the library’s worldrenowned Southeast Asian
Archive (SEAA) and emerging
Orange County Regional
History collections.

In 1996, the Irvine Company
spearheaded an effort to
develop 185 acres next
to UCI and opened the
University Research Park.
The area houses a mix of
large tech companies, UCI
offices and local businesses.

OC Working Together
is a Chancellor’s
initiative to connect
OC nonprofits to
UCI and address
social issues through
research and action.

The UCI Libraries
receives over 1.7 million
visitors annually to its
four facilities; Langson
Library, Ayala Science
Library, Grunigen Medical
Library and Libraries
Gateway Study Center.

The 50 for 50
Program highlights
volunteer programs
and civic engagement
with a goal of
reaching 50,000
hours of volunteer
service by June 2016.

UCI Oceans, Changing
Environments, Arts, and
Nearshore Societies
(OCEANS) is founded
to support engagement
with issues surrounding
oceans, including teaching,
research, and the arts.

Sierra Magazine
Vice Chancellor of Student
Affairs, Dr. Thomas
Parham and the Early
Academic Outreach
Program, host Achieve
UC events at high schools
throughout Southern
California.

Inspiring Voices
“People with different philosophies and viewpoints often have the same purpose,
the same goal. We all want to be better, sensible, human beings.”
Dalai Lama at UCI in 2011
“Love and compassion are
necessities, not luxuries.
Without them humanity
cannot survive.” The
14th Dalai Lama visited
UC Irvine again in 2015
to celebrate his 80th
birthday.

Vice President Al Gore, President Bill
Clinton, and F. Sherwood Rowland
at the White House on July 24, 1997,
for a roundtable discussion on global
climate change. He famously concluded
his presentation with a call to action,
asking: “If not us, who? If not now,
when?”

César Chávez visited
UCI on March 6,
1985, engaging in a
presentation sponsored
by the University
Center’s Program Board
as part of its “Remember
When” series.

Eldridge Cleaver Information
Minister for the Black Panthers and
1968 Presidential candidate of the
Peace and Freedom party, became
a central figure in UC history
when Governor Reagan spoke out
against Cleaver being hired as a
lecturer at UC campuses.

Shirin Ebadi, 2003 Nobel Peace
Prize winner, received UCI’s
Third Citizen Peacebuilding
Award for her effort to
promote peace and democracy,
and for her advocacy of human
rights concerning the struggle
of women and children.

“My parents never finished high
school, but they stressed education,
and I owe a lot to them. My father
had a work ethic that was off the
chart. My mother was always giving
back to the community – to people
she didn’t even know.” - Earvin
“Magic” Johnson Jr. at UCI in 2015

In 1969, then-acting assistant
professor in the philosophy
department at UCLA, activist
writer, and educator Angela
Davis gave her first lecture
at UCI to a crowd of 1500 at
the Science Lecture Hall (now
Schneiderman Hall).

In 1967, Chancellor Aldrich,
recruited Joseph L. White, one
of the first licensed African
American psychologists in the
nation. In 2015, he spoke at the
40th anniversary celebration
of UCI’s Cross-Cultural Center,
which he helped found.

“I believe art helps us
reflect about who we are,
and where we are in the
world. It’s a way for us to
discover a path to what
we want to do with our
lives.”-James Franco at
UCI in 2015

Then-Vice President
Al Gore delivered a
presentation on “Restoring
Confidence in Government
Through Professional
Management” in 1998
during a town hall at the
School of Social Ecology.

Anteaters: Dreamers of
Today and Tomorrow

“We are proud of our bright past. Let us begin now to work together to forge our brilliant future.
Fiat Lux. Let there be light.”
Chancellor Howard Gillman
At UCI’s invitation,
President Barack Obama delivered
the commencement address on
Saturday, June 14, 2014, at
Angel Stadium of Anaheim,
commemorating the 50th anniversary
of the campus’s dedication by
President Lyndon B. Johnson.

“The point is, you know how to dream. And you know
how to work for your dreams. And, yes, sometimes
you may be “super underrated.” But usually it’s the
underrated, the underdogs, the dreamers, the idealists,
the fighters, the argumentative -- those are the folks who
do the biggest things.”
																																				President Barack Obama
Zot! Zot! Zot! – President
Obama demonstrates the
UCI Anteater “battle cry”

